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Asanka 2026 Call for Applications 

INSTRUCTIONS AND GUIDELINES
Please read these guidelines carefully before starting your application. 

This is the application form for the Asanka Grant 2026 Open Call. This grant is meant to support creative projects for one year or less. To be eligible for consideration all applicants must fill this form, answering every question in the four sections and returning the form in full as a word.docx document. No other formats will be accepted. 

Please ensure that your responses are accurate, precise and concise. Incomplete applications can be disqualified. Do not delete any question or page from this form. Ensure to confirm consent of references before naming them in this application.
_______________________________________________________________________________________

SECTION 1: ELIGIBILITY 
Section 1 determines your eligibility for this grant, please make sure to answer all questions. If we do not receive all the answers, we cannot determine your eligibility and will not be able to review your application.

	No.
	Question
	Applicant Response
Please type your answer (Yes or No) in this column

	1.2
	Are you a member of the LGBTQI community? 

	

	1.3
	Are you from one of ISDAO’s focal countries, and based there or in the diaspora? 	

	

	1.4 
	Does your proposed project focus on and benefit local LGBTQI communities in at least one of ISDAO's focal countries or at regional level? 

	

	1.5
	If you are in a leadership role in an organization (executive director, coordinator, president, program manager, etc.), are you proposing this project on your own behalf and planning to execute outside of and without your organization?

	



If you answered YES to all the above questions, you are eligible to apply. 
If you answered NO to at least one of the above questions, you are not eligible to apply for an ISDAO grant for this call.
SECTION 2: GENERAL INFORMATION
This section collects basic information about each applicant, their activist work, a top-level summary of the proposed project and reference contacts.

	No.
	 Required Information / Question
	Applicant Response

	2.1
	Your surname(s) and first name(s)
	

	2.2
	Your nickname / AKA/ name by which you are known 
	

	2.3
	Your pronoun(s)
	

	2.4
	What is/are your country(ies) of origin?
	

	2.5
	What is/are your country(ies) of residence?
	

	2.6
	Contact Information

	Address: 

E-mail: 

Phone number:

WhatsApp number:

	2.7
	Short biography  
A brief description of yourself and why you are well placed to lead the proposed project. (100 words max)
	

	2.8
	Activist Background
As an activist, describe your engagement with the wider LGBTQI community. 
(100 words max)
	Particular communities you work with:

Years active:

Brief description of your work as an LGBTQI activist (with 1 – 2 specific project examples): 

	2.9
	What best describes the level to which you have engaged as an individual in the LGBTQI movement in West Africa? (Tell us if it’s been on a local, national or regional (West Africa) level – or any combination of these)
	

	2.10
	In two to four sentences, please summarise your proposed project.
	

	2.11
	Amount requested in US Dollars (maximum $7,500)
	

	2.12
	Duration of project (maximum 12 months)
	

	2.13
	If you associated with an organization/group that has already received funding from ISDAO, briefly explain your involvement.
	In what capacity were you associated:
Funding year:
Amount of the grant in USD:

	2.14
	If you have received Asanka Funding previously, briefly describe your project under the grant and its outcomes. 
	Year you received the grant:

Brief project description:

1-3 outcomes:

	2.15
	Your references
Please provide contact information for two references who can provide thoughtful reflections on your work for the LGBTQI community.
Remember to seek consent from your references before naming them.




	Reference 1

Name:  
Organization: 
E-mail: 
Phone number:

	
	
	Reference 2

Name:  
Organization: 
E-mail: 
Phone number:






SECTION 3: PROPOSED PROJECT DETAILS 
Please use this section to share details about your proposed project. Try to be as clear and concise as possible and make sure to let us know what you plan to do with the grant and why it matters to you. 

	No.
	Item
	Applicant Response

	3.1
	Proposal Overview

	Project Title: 
Requested amount (up to USD 7,500):
Proposed timeline (up to 12 months):
Project target community/ies:


Summary of your project (1-3 sentences):




	3.2
	Please provide a detailed description of your proposed creative project including 1- 4 planned activities under this project.

	

	3.3
	What are 2 - 5 main goals or objectives you hope to achieve with this project?
	

	3.4
	What are 2 - 5 expected results and how do you plan on measuring each expected result?

	

	3.5
	Please provide examples of your specific experience, expertise and/or technical skills that will enable you to execute this project.
	

	3.6
	Please indicate if the project is already underway and/or if you have already received funding for part of the implementation.  

	

	3.7
	How does the project meet the needs of the communities for which it is planned?

	

	3.8
	How does the project contribute to strengthening the movement at the local, national and/or regional level?

	

	3.9
	What are the main risks that could affect the implementation of your project? (factors that could cause difficulties, delays, or hinder the achievement of results)
	

	3.10
	What measures do you plan to implement to mitigate these risks?
	

	3.11
	For the purpose of measuring and communicating the impact of a project, and to be able to offer new knowledge to the wider movement, it is uesful to pose one or more learning questions when starting a project. 
What key learning questions (1 – 3) could you answer by implementing this creative project?
Please formulate a clear, specific and relevant question your project can answer. [Optional]
	

	3.12
	If applicable, please provide a brief overview of any collaboration with organizations, associations, groups in at least one of the nine ISDAO focal countries, for this project. 


	Organization(s) / Collective(s):

Nature of the collaboration(s):


SECTION 4: BUDGET 
Please provide the total budget for the proposed project, with a breakdown by line item. If your application is pre-approved, you will be asked to submit a detailed budget by a certain deadline. 

Please find an example of a budget broken down by line items below. Consider it a guide, your own budget should reflect the unique line items your project requires. Feel free to adapt the sample to your needs, adding or removing rows as required.

	 EXAMPLE BUDGET

	Line heading
	 Amount (in USD) 

	I - Heading 1
	         2 500.00      

	Item 1 (insert each item on separate line)
	             1 000.00      

	Item 2
	              1 500.00      

	[etc.]
	

	II - Heading 2
	         2 500.00      

	Cost 1
	               500.00      

	Cost 2
	               500.00      

	Cost 3
	              1 500.00      

	[etc.]
	                     

	III – Heading 3 (if necessary)
	         2500.00      

	Activity 1
	               750.00      

	Activity 2
	               750.00      

	Activity 3
	               750.00      

	[etc.]
	               250.00      

	TOTAL BUDGET (I+II+III)
	           7 500.00      




Format guidelines  
Format: One single word document (word.docx) ONLY. No pdfs or other formats will be accepted.
Page Limit: There is no page limit, however we encourage all applications to be concise while still providing all the necessary information requested.
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